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Brunel’s 

Britain. 

Knowledge 

organiser  

These key words and definitions will help you with your 

topic. Please try to learn what the words mean. 

Keyword Definition 
engineer Someone who uses scientific 

knowledge to design, construct and 

maintain engines, machines or 

structures.  

Industrial Revolution When the first factories were built. 

Hand tools were replaced by 

machines and power tools. 

Pneumatics  When pressurised air is used to 

create mechanical motion. 

Suspension Bridge A bridge that is supported from 

above by cables. 

Weather Patterns When weather stays the same for 

days or weeks at a time. They are 

normally linked to the seasons. 

Habitats The natural environment where an 

animal normally lives or grows. 

Quest Stories When the main character goes on an 

adventurous journey in search of a 

place or an item. They return with 

either the item or new knowledge. 

Important People and places 
Isambard Kingdon Brunel        

1906 – 1859. He was an 

engineer during the Victorian 

Era. Thanks to Brunel we are 

able to travel up and down the 

country quickly, as well as 

cross many rivers. 

 

 

SS Great Britain 

When built in 1843, she was 

the longest passenger ship in 

the world. She was designed 

to transport people to 

America and could travel 

across the Atlantic in 14 

days. 

 
 

Bristol, England 

The city that still homes many 

of Brunel’s greatest 

achievements. Brunel designed 

the Clifton Suspension Bridge, 

Temple Meads Station and the 

SS Great Western.  

 

The Great Western Railway 

In 1835, Brunel was asked to 

build a railway that would 

connect Bristol to London. 

The first trains ran in 1838. 

The railway is still in 

operation today.  

 

Key ideas for finding out more information 

Books to read Websites to Visit 
 Brunel the great engineer – 

Sally Hewitt 

 Bo the Brave – Bethan 

Woollvin (Quest story) 

 https://www.ssgreatbrit
ain.org/ 

 https://www.theschoolr
un.com/homework-
help/isambard-kingdom-
brunel 

https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/isambard-kingdom-brunel
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/isambard-kingdom-brunel
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/isambard-kingdom-brunel
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/isambard-kingdom-brunel
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