
  MARVELLOUS MOUNTAINS 

Key Vocabulary 
Face – the side of a mountain 

Foot – the bottom of the mountain 

Outcrop - a rock formation that is visible on the surface of 

the mountain 

Plateau – an area of flat, high ground 

Range- a series of mountains or hills ranged in a line and 

connected by high ground 

Ridge – a long narrow section of high land 

Slope – an area of ground increasing in height 

Snowline – above this point, ice and snow cover the mountain 

all year round 

Summit – the top of the mountain sometimes known as the 

peak 

Valley – the area of low land between the mountains 

Key Facts 
-Mount Everest – the highest mountain in the world – 

8,850m tall. It is part of the Himalayan mountain range 

between Tibet and Nepal. It is over 60 million years old. 

-K2- the second highest mountain – 8,611m tall. Also part of 

the Himalayan mountain range on the border between 

Pakistan and China.  

-Aconcagua – 6959m. Part of the Andes Mountain Range in 

Argentina. 

-Denali in Alaska – 6194 m.  
-Mount Fuji in Japan is 5895m tall. 

-Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania is 5895m and has 3 volcanic 

cones. 

-Vinson Massif in Antarctica is 4897m. 

EXTREME EARTH 

Term 5 

VOLATILE VOLCANOES 

Key Vocabulary 
Active – a volcano that has recently, or is, 

erupting. 

Core – The centre of the Earth made of nickel 

and iron 

Crust – A rocky outer layer of earth 

Dormant –A volcano that hasn’t erupted recently 

but is expected to erupt again 

Eruption –the name of the process by which 

solids, liquids and gases are expelled from a vent 

in the earth’s surface 

Extinct – A volcano that hasn’t erupted recently 

and is not expected to erupt again 

Lava – Molten rock that flows from the vent of 

the volcano in an eruption 

Magma –Molten (liquid) rock beneath the earth’s 

surface 

Mantle- the layer between the crust and the 

outer layer of the earth’s surface 

Volcano – A vent in the earth’s surface that 

expels lava and gases during an eruption. 

Key Facts 
-The ‘Ring of Fire’ on the outer edge of the 

Pacific plate is where 75% of the world’s 

volcanoes are situated. 

-The Earth’s crust is made of tectonic plates and 

these sometimes move. The friction of these 

plates moving causes volcanoes to erupt. 

-There are 1500 active volcanoes on Earth and 

80 under the ocean. 

-Composite Volcanoes – steep sided volcanoes 

that erupt violently. 

-Cinder Cone Volcanoes- have one small vent that 

aren’t’ very big or very dangerous. They expel 

small fragments of lava when they erupt. 

-Shield Volcanoes- Bowl shaped. When they erupt 

the lava travels along way down the slopes. They 

do not erupt very often. 

 

EXHILLERATING EARTHQUAKES 

Key Vocabulary 
Aftershock- a small earthquake that happens after a larger 

one.  

Epicentre –The origin of the earthquake 

Fault line – A crack in the earth’s surface 

Foreshock – A small earthquake that comes before the main 

one.  

Main Shock – The main earthquake 

Magnitude – The number shown to show the scale of the 

earthquake 

Mercalli Scale –The scale used to show the effects of the 

quake eg not felt to most extreme. 

Micro quake –the smallest quake that can be measured 

Richter Scale – The scale used to measure the strength of 

an earth quake from 0-10. Each one is 10 times greater than 

the one before it.  

Seismic –a word to describe actions to do with earthquakes. 

Tectonic Plates – sections of the earth’s crust 

Tremor – seismic activity that measures less than 4.0 on the 

Richter Scale 

Key Facts 
-The largest ever-recorded Earthquake measured was 

Valdivia Earthquake in 1960 that measured 9.5 on the 

Richter Scale. 

-The equipment used to measure an Earthquake is called a 

Seismograph and a Seismologist is someone who studies 

earthquakes,  

WEBSITES 

https://www.weatherwizkids.com  

http://www.onegeology.org/extra/kids/volcanoes.html 
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