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A survey shows that the number of 
half the butterfly species in the UK have 
increased in 2019.

Experts say that the warm and wet 
weather last summer helped. The UKBMS 
says people looking after habitats 
also helped.

Every year, the UKBMS do a survey. They 
try to find out how many butterflies there 
are in the UK. 

The survey looks at different species of 
butterfly. The results show that there was a 
big boom for some species.

The UKBMS says that the weather helped 
plants to grow. This meant caterpillars had 
plenty of food, helping them survive. As a 
result, more butterflies appeared.

Some butterflies saw big rises. In 2019, 
the orange-tip butterfly had its best 
year ever! 

Not every butterfly, though, had a good 
year. Some butterfly species saw decreases. 
For example, there were fewer common blues. 

So, how do you count butterflies? Last 
year, over 2500 volunteers took part in the 
UKBMS’ survey. 

These volunteers then go to different 
locations and record what they see. All this 
information is then gathered. 

The UKBMS then uses this data to what 
happened during a year. Why not look out 
your window to see what you can spot?

Butterflies Bounce Back in Numbers

Glossary

survey Where people gather 
information to find 
something out.

species Animals that have similar 
characteristics and can 
produce young.

volunteers People who give up their time 
for free to do something.

data The information gathered 
during a survey. 

Why are there more butterflies?

• The UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 
(UKBMS) says there was an increase 
in some butterflies.

• They say it was due to the 
warm, wet weather and people 
protecting habitats.

Photo: A red admiral butterfly.

Butterfly 
Boom!

27th March 2020
Animals   UK News  

visit twinkl.com



Questions
1. The headline ‘Butterfly Boom’ suggests that... 

   butterflies are randomly exploding.
   butterflies are disappearing mysteriously.
   butterfly numbers are increasing.
   butterfly numbers are decreasing

2. Tick the name of a butterfly species that had a good year. 

   the common blue
   the disguised general
   the orange-tip butterfly
   the mustard colonel

3. How do you think the common blue butterfly gets its name? Explain your answer. 
 

 

 

4. Many people helped with the survey. Find and copy a piece of evidence that shows this. 

 

5. What do you think butterfly experts will do next year? 
 

 

 

6. Tick the headline that best summarises the story. 

  Every Butterfly Had a Great 2019!
  Big Decreases for Butterflies!
  Many Butterflies Increased in 2019!
  Caterpillars Not Turning into Butterflies!

7. In the paragraph beginning ‘These volunteers’, find and copy a verb that means collected. 

  

 

Butterfly Boom!

visit twinkl.com



Answers
1. The headline ‘Butterfly Boom’ suggests that... 

   butterflies are randomly exploding.
   butterflies are disappearing mysteriously.
   butterfly numbers are increasing.
   butterfly numbers are decreasing

2. Tick the name of a butterfly species that had a good year. 

   the common blue
   the disguised general
   the orange-tip butterfly
   the mustard colonel

3. How do you think the common blue butterfly gets its name? Explain your answer. 
Accept any answer which refers to the story, e.g. I think the common blue got its name 
because its wings are blue.

4. Many people helped with the survey. Find and copy a piece of evidence that shows this. 
2500 volunteers took part in the UKBMS’ survey. 

5. What do you think butterfly experts will do next year? 
Accept any answer which refers to the story, e.g. I think butterfly experts will do 
another survey to see if there are any changes.

6. Tick the headline that best summarises the story. 

  Every Butterfly Had a Great 2019!
  Big Decreases for Butterflies!
  Many Butterflies Increased in 2019!
  Caterpillars Not Turning into Butterflies!

7. In the paragraph beginning ‘These volunteers’, find and copy a verb that means collected. 
gathered 
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