
Democracy: a development from 1066

Magna Carta 1215
Causes:
• King John was unpopular due to the high 

taxes and losses in the war with France. He 
was a poor soldier in comparison to the 
previous King – his brother Richard. 

• King John angered people by trying to control 
the church. This led to the Pope closing all 
churches in England for 7 years.

• The Barons were angry at paying scutage – a 
high tax and giving John their best fighting 
men. 

Events:  
In 1215 the barons gave the king a choice: change 
the way the country was run or face a fight 
against the barons’ armies. The barons came up 
with 63 rights they thought all barons should 
have. The list of rights became known as the 
Magna Carta. 
Key promises included
- No demanding taxes without the barons’ 

permission, not interfering with the Church, 
fair trials for all freemen, no inheritance tax 
and a reduction in fines for crimes. 

Impact:
• It was the start of the idea of Parliament. 
• It involved ordinary people in the running of 

England (e.g. Barons, bishops and knights). 

Key Individuals

King John Reigned as King of England from 
1199 until his death (1216). His 
reign was marked by disputes 
between his barons and bishops.  

King Charles 
I

Reigned from 1625 until his 
execution in 1649. He believed in 
the divine rights of kings. In 1642 
he called for his loyal subjects to 
support him in a war against 
Parliament. This was the beginning 
of the English Civil war.

Oliver
Cromwell

Fought against the Royalists and 
became Lord Protector of the 
English Commonwealth from 1653 
until his death in 1658.

King Charles 
II

The son of King Charles I. He 
reigned from 1660 until his death 
in 1658 after the monarchy was 
reinstated.

English Civil War 1642 - 1651
Causes:
• Throughout King Charles I reign, many were 

unhappy with his religious views and how he 
spent tax money. Although he ruled without a 
Parliament for 11 years, he had to call them 
back to help with the unrest in Scotland and 
Ireland. Shortly after this Charles I raised his 
own supporters against parliament.

Events: 
• The Battle of Edgehill, 23rd October 1642 –

The first battle in the war. Ended in a draw.
• The Battle of Newbury 20th September 

1643 – A turning point for Parliamentarians 
when Royalists retreated.

• The Battle of Marston Moor 2nd July 1644 –
The largest battle in the war which saw Oliver 
Cromwell take York and the north from the 
Royalists.

• The Battle of Naseby 14th June 1645 - The 
Parliamentarians won this battle and along with 
it the war.

• April 1646 – King Charles I surrenders to the 
Scots and is handed over to Parliament. 

• 30th January 1649 – Charles I was executed 
for high treason against the realm of England. 
England was declared a commonwealth.

Impact:
• A constitutional Monarchy was formed – the 

King had powers but they were controlled by 
Parliament.

• 2 major political parties were formed, the 
Tories (supporters of the Royals) and the 
Whigs (opposed the Royals).



Questions for you to answer:

• What does ‘democracy’ look like today 
in England?

• When was Parliament created?
• Where is our National Parliament 

held?
• Which ‘House’ currently rules our 

country? 
• What is the different between 

parliament and government?

Key vocabulary  

Democracy The belief in freedom and equality between people, or a system of government based on this belief, in which power is either held by 
elected representatives or directly by the people themselves: The government has promised to uphold the principles of democracy.

Magna Carta Written in June 1215, it is regarded as one of the most important documents from Medieval England (which is the period in history 
between the 5th and 15th centuries).

Barons The Feudal Barons were noblemen who held land granted by the king. The barons collected taxes and recruited soldiers for the king. 

Freemen Freemen were poor farmers who had control of small portions of land. Freemen usually made just enough money to live on. 

The English civil
war 

The English Civil War began in 1642, and was fought between supporters of Parliament and supporters of the King. It lasted for seven 
years, and was the bloodiest conflict ever fought on English soil. 

Cavaliers Fought for the King and claimed rule by absolute monarchy and the divine rights of the King. They wore large hats with feathers.

Roundheads Supporters of the Parliament of England during the English Civil War. They wore tight fitting un-orimented metal helmets.

Parliament It is where politicians meet to decide laws and make decisions for the United Kingdom. 

Books and useful links:

• https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta

• Rupert’s Parchment – Eileen Cameron

• https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article
/English-Civil-War/476240

• Cromwell and his not-so civil war 
(Horribly Famous) – Alan MacDonald

https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/English-Civil-War/476240


Year 5 Curriculum Information Term 2, 2020

Welcome to Term 2 I hope you all had a fantastic break, even though it wasn’t the best weather!

Knowledge Organiser: Above is our Year 5 knowledge organiser that we are continuing to use for term 2. Please take 
the time to go through this with your child. They will need to learn the facts and dates on here as they will be tested on 
them as part of our topic work.

Homework: Spellings will continue to be set via Spelling Shed. They we will be tested the following Friday. All children 
are expected to read aloud to an adult at least 5 times a week. In your child’s bag you will find a reading record for 
Term 2 which needs to be filled in each time a child reads. There is also a ‘counting ladder’ in your child’s bag to help 
with their mental arithmetic. This should be used along side TT Rockstars. 

P.E and Mile a Day: This term Year 5 will continue to have their P.E sessions with Mr Millard on a Wednesday. Children 
need to come into school in their P.E kit on Wednesdays and will also return home in their kit. P.E Kits must consist of a 
school P.E t-shirt, shorts or black/dark coloured jogging bottoms (no yoga leggings please) and a black/dark coloured 
jumper. Trainers and a spare pare of socks need to be kept in school so we can participate in the Mile a Day.

If you have any enquiries/questions please feel free to email me at yearfive@huttonceprimaryschool.co.uk

Have a great Term 2

Miss Momber 

mailto:yearfive@huttonceprimaryschool.co.uk

