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Welcome!
Reception Information Meeting

5th October 2021

Agenda

• Zoom call ‘ground rules’

• Approach

• Settling in to school

• Tapestry

• Admin 

• A typical day in Reception 

• The Reception curriculum 

• Questions
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Zoom call ‘ground rules’

• Mute microphones

• Please ask questions

• General discussion only – no naming of individual children

• This presentation will be available on class website

Reception Team

• Mrs Gooch, teacher

• Mrs Warner, teaching assistant

• Miss Ellis, teaching assistant apprentice

• Mrs McCullom, Thurs am
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Approach: firm foundations

Approach: fish or fish person

You are stranded on an idyllic 
desert island but apart from 
coconuts there is no clear source 
of food.

Which would you prefer:

• being fed fish for one day?

• being shown how to fish?
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What has your child been doing at school?

• Making new relationships with 
adults and children

• Self-selecting resources

• Learning how to ask for help 
when they need it

• Getting to know school routines

• Expectations of behaviour

• Independent self-care

• Recognising, spelling and 
writing their names

• Counting and number 
recognition

• ‘Phase 1’ phonics – sound 
discrimination, listening and oral 
blending

Tapestry

• A unique record of your child’s learning journey in their Reception 
year

• You will see what your child has been doing at school so you can 
support your child’s learning at home

• Please share your child’s Wow moments at home with us!

• Memos  - class messages
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Admin

• Reading books will be changed on Mondays and Thursdays

• Water accessible at all times

• PE on Tuesdays and Fridays

• Celebration class worship on Fridays/Singing on Tuesdays

• Every day, please send your child with a large rucksack with a full, 
named change of clothes and a warm, waterproof coat

• Wellies and waterproof trousers provided by school

Please don’t throw these away! Donations 
welcome:

• Bottle tops

• Toilet, kitchen roll or wrapping 
paper tubes

• Ribbon

• Scraps of material

• Interesting packaging

• Craft feathers, pom poms, pipe 
cleaners

• Flowers (even ones past their 
best – old bouquets are 
brilliant!)

• Corks

• Unwanted rolls of wallpaper

• Artificial foliage/plants

• Egg boxes, unused straws

• Buttons

• Wool, twine, string

• Old magazines, catalogues for 
cutting up

• Tissue paper

• Unused greeting cards

• Pine cones, drift wood

• Hats & scarves (for role play)

• Good quality, complete 
puzzles/games
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We would love your help!

• Accompany us on visits & trips

• Mystery readers in class

• Visits to class to share interesting jobs & hobbies, talk about 
experiences of the past

Behaviour & rewards

• A consistent, positive behaviour system

• Green cards – something super!

• Tribe points – each child has a tribe/colour

• Dabaso Award for kindness and consideration
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A typical day in Reception in Term 1

• 8.45-8.55 – arrive, self-register

• 8.55 – 9.15 – daily jobs, phonics

• 9.15 – 10.30 – choosing learning inside & outside – some 1:1 or small group 
activities

• 10.30 – 10.50 – maths followed by snack

• 10.50 – 11.30 – choosing learning as above

• 11.30 – 11.45 – carpet time (literacy, topic etc) 

• 11.45 – 12.15 – lunch in hall

• 12.15 – 12.45 – play on large playground with KS1

• 12.45 – 1.00 – fine motor/gross motor skills activities

• 1.00 – 2.30 – choosing learning as above

• 2.30 – 2.45 – carpet time (story square, topic etc)

• 2.45 – 3.05 – play on field/playground

• 3.05 – 3.20 – story time & review of day

The Reception Curriculum

• Mixture of adult led and child initiated activities

• Role of the classroom and outdoor area – the ‘environment’

• Role of adults

• Characteristics of Effective Learning (how)

• Prime and Specific Areas of Learning (what)

• Prime: Communication & Language, Physical Development, Personal, 
Social & Emotional Development

• Specific: Literacy, Maths, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts & 
Design
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Characteristics of Effective Learning

Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are: 

• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, 
and ‘have a go’

• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they 
encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements 

• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own 
ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing 
things

Physical Development: Gross motor/fine 
motor

• Talk about hygiene, hand-washing etc with your child

• Involve your child in decisions about what to eat

• Allow them to try to lift and carry things themselves

• Encourage them to do up their own coat, bag & take off 
jumper

• Encourage them to use scissors, paintbrushes, cutlery etc
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
– at home:

• Remember that they can do most things themselves 

• Encourage independence

• Praise them for persevering – making mistakes is how we learn

Communication & Language – at home

• Talk to them about their day

• Ask open questions & allow time to respond

• Repeat back any incorrect speech, but in a way that doesn’t make 
the child feel ‘corrected’

• Encourage them to articulate their needs

• Spend time looking at and reading books together

• Play games with sounds & rhymes, & board games
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Literacy – Reading – at home:

• Read together every day

• Support your child to recognise sounds and letters, and practise 
reading decodable words and sight words as regularly as possible. 
(weekly Memo on Tapestry)

• Play ‘Robot talk’ & ‘I spy’

• Make large word cards and stick them up around the house

• Spot the words in books

• Look for the words when out and about e.g. posters, leaflets, signs 

• Make two copies of each word and play matching pairs or snap –
remember to continue including previous words as your child moves 
on to new sounds and words

• Phonics meeting for parents – Weds 10th November 6.30pm

Phonics

• ‘Letters and Sounds’ scheme for early reading and writing – 20 mins 
daily

• Segmenting for spelling and blending for reading

• Pure sounds – no ‘schwa’ e.g. mmmm not ‘muh’ 

• Each sound is taught alongside a picture

• Hear the letter sounds:

• https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/resource-bank-old/learn-the-letter-
sounds/

https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/resource-bank-old/learn-the-letter-sounds/
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Literacy – Writing –at home:

• Support your child to write their name with correct letter formation –
capital letter at the start followed by lower case letters 

• Value their ‘writing’ – even if it makes no sense to you!

• Show them you write as well

• Ask your child to help you write cards, gift tags & shopping lists

• Draw pictures. Talk to your child about what they have drawn. 

• Encourage correct pencil grip  

Maths – at home:

• Count anything and everything e.g. stairs, jumps, apples etc. 

• Look for numbers in the environment e.g. door numbers, 
birthday cards, bus numbers, prices on a menu etc.

• Look for shapes in the environment and describe them 
(sides, corners) 

• Play games – cards, dice games, dominoes 

• Adding & subtracting using real life objects & problems e.g. 
Mum has 4 grapes, you have 4 grapes, count how many 
there are altogether
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UTW/EAD

Understanding the World:

• Past & Present

• People, Culture & Communities 
(link with Dabaso)

• The Natural World

At home:

• Go on walks – talk about what 
you see, what you like and 
what you notice

• Talk about past events in your 
family life

Expressive Arts & Design

• Creating with materials

• Being imaginative & expressive

At home:

• Allow access to your recycling 
box!

• Extend their role-play with 
real-life props

• Songs and nursery rhymes

Summary & Questions

• Please email at Reception@huttonceprimaryschool.co.uk with any 
questions or concerns about your child

• Parents evenings: 3rd & 4th Nov

• Phonics information meeting: Weds 10th Nov 6.30pm

mailto:Reception@huttonceprimaryschool.co.uk

