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Phonics
10th November 2021

What is Phonics?.

A Phonics Lesson & how we teach it.

Reading with your child at home.

Development of early writing 

Supporting writing at home.

over 100 ways to spell those sounds

26 letters

Did You Know…?

The English language has:

44 sounds

The Jargon – A Quick Guide

phonics – The teaching of reading by developing awareness of the sounds in words 
and the corresponding letters used to represent those sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to 
spell a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the 
words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, 
frog’

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g. 
‘frog, f – r – o – g’’

What Is Phonics?

Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing. We have a daily session 
of 15-20 mins including games, songs and actions – fast, fun, multisensory

It develops phonemic awareness – the ability to hear, recognise and use the 
sounds within words.

Learners are taught the correspondence between sounds and the graphemes 
(spelling patterns) that represent them.

Phonics is the main way in which children in British primary schools are 
taught to read in their earliest years.

Children will also be taught other skills, such as whole-word recognition (see 
‘sight words’), book skills and a love and enjoyment of reading.
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A Phonics Lesson in Reception

Review
Teach
Practise 
Apply

Further practise and reinforcement throughout the day

Phonics is not taught in isolation — children also need to learn other reading 
and comprehension skills alongside phonic knowledge.

Correct Pronunciation of 
Phonemes

S sat a ant t ten P party i pig n net

m moon d dig g get c cot c,k kick e hen

u up r red h hop b bed f fish l lip

j jam v van w witch x box y yes z zip

qu
queen

ng sing ch chip sh shop th this th think

ai rain Oa goat igh
light

ee sheep Or
thorn

ar farm

Oo book Oo
moon

Ow owl Oi coin Ur turn Air 
chair

Er
flower

Ear 
hear

Ure
cure

The Importance of Listening Skills

Phonics learning relies on children being able to hear and distinguish the 
sounds within words.

Children with poor listening and/or attention skills can struggle with phonics 
learning.

The first phase of formal phonics education (Phase 1) also focuses on key 
listening skills. 

Phase Two
In Phase 2, children begin to learn some letter sounds and to match them to 

graphemes.

Most of the first sounds are single-letter sounds but there are also several 

digraphs, where one sound is represented by two letters, e.g. ‘ck’, ‘ll’, ‘ss’.

Children also begin to blend the sounds to make words. By the end of Phase 
2, children will be able to read some ‘vowel-consonant’ (vc) and ‘consonant-

vowel-consonant’ (cvc) words, e.g. up, in, cat, pin.

Four sets of letters are introduced – one set per week.

Children will also learn to read the ‘sight’ words the, to, go, I, no, which 
cannot be read phonetically.
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Phase Three
Children are taught another 25 graphemes.

The final single-letter sounds are taught, together with more consonant 
digraphs (e.g. zz, qu) and several vowel digraphs (e.g. ai, ee, igh).

Children also continue to learn how to blend and segment CVC words using 
the new sounds, e.g. tail, sheet, night – note that these words still only have 
three sounds.

Children will then move on to blending and segmenting two-syllable words 
such as cooker, laptop, sandpit.

Sight words also continue to be taught.

Phase Four

By Phase 4, children are able to represent each of 42 phonemes with a 
grapheme. Children will be able to read CVC words and begin to segment 
them to spell them.

Phase 4 is consolidation of children’s knowledge. Children also move on to 
blending and segmenting using adjacent consonants, e.g. st, sp, tr, br, spr, str
in words such as string, blow, train.

Phonics teaching continues to be regular and structured and children play 
games to consolidate their learning.

Helping Your Child at Home
Practise listening skills.

Practise segmenting and blending.

Practise new sounds and graphemes - flashcards.

Read to and with your child every day. Change books on Mondays. Each book 
should be read three times to develop fluency and comprehension. 

Look for familiar sounds and words in the world around you.

Model correct pronunication – e.g. ssss not suh

Letter or sound – sounding out a word and spelling a word are different

The book is the reward – reading is a pleasure!

Little and often – games, timers, stickers, rewards can work

Record home reading on Tapestry as a comment on ‘Reading record’

Useful websites
https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/resource-bank-old/learn-the-
letter-sounds/

This website has a button you can click to hear each letter sound 
correctly.

www.topmarks.com
www.phonicsplay.com
www.phonicsbloom.com
www.lovereading.com

https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/resource-bank-old/learn-the-letter-sounds/
http://www.topmarks.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.com/
http://www.phonicsbloom.com/
http://www.lovereading.com/
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Writing
Writing involves lots of mental and physical processes:

.- well developed fine motor skills

- attention and concentration

- memory to generate ideas and remember what sounds/words look like

- language to be able to express themselves

Writing at home
- Attractive writing equipment – fancy pens, chalk, crayons, notebooks, 

paper, magnetic letters for spelling

- Encourage writing for a purpose, following their interests e.g. labelling 
models and pictures, writing shopping lists, invitations and cards

- Encourage them to read back their writing to you
- Scribe what they say

- Encourage them to sound out word as much as possible, even if they only 
hear initial sound or a couple of sounds in a word

- Gently show letter formation & pencil grip – letters never start at the 
bottom

- Praise any attempts at writing – make it fun!


