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Curriculum Statement for the teaching and learning of History 
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Hutton is set just outside the boundaries of Weston-super-Mare – a once fashionable Victorian seaside resort; now an area of mixed economic 

demographics – from which it draws its wider pupil intake. Hutton is a thriving community and many of the children are involved in the many clubs and 

societies within it. Pupils within the school are predominately from a white British background with little diversity. Attitudes of children are formed from their 

own experiences within this community and lack awareness and personal experience of the wider issues of migration and diversity which can be found a 

mere 20 miles north in Bristol. It is our aim as a school to widen children’s understanding and acceptance of different cultures both nationally and 

internationally and with a local focus, where appropriate, of the role that Bristol played in the changing diversity of its environment and population. 

Children are encouraged to reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past and to raise their own questions of dilemmas from the past whilst developing 

an open-mindedness about the actions and decisions of people in history. Our curriculum provides opportunities to build cultural capital through exposure 

in lessons to life skills such as British Values, tolerance and empathy. These skills will enable children to become well-rounded members of society in 

preparation for later life and to gain a better understanding of the world in which they live. 
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Chronological understanding Knowledge Vocabulary Questioning 

Hutton pupils will understand 

chronology identifying patterns 

and themes in history. e.g. 

democracy, monarchy, legacy. 

Hutton pupils will develop their 

knowledge of a range of periods 

through history with a focus on 

monarchy, empire, migration and 

democracy with an overarching theme 

of legacy so that children can make 

connections with our world today 

through events of the past. 

Pupils will understand and use 

appropriate subject specific 

vocabulary as detailed on the 

knowledge organiser and 

vocabulary overview 

document. 

Hutton pupils will learn to question 

sources from history developing their 

enquiry skills. 
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Local Links External Stimuli Sources of Evidence Thoughtful questioning 

Throughout links will be made to 

the history of the local community 

to develop the children sense of 

perspective. 

Through trips, visits and visitors children 

will be given the opportunity to 

develop their skills and knowledge 

beyond the classroom. 

Children are encouraged to 

consider the sources of 

evidence and their reliability. 

Encourages deeper thinking and the 

consideration of other viewpoints. 
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Pupil Interviews Evidence in Knowledge Evidence in Skills Breadth and Depth 

Through discussion and 

feedback, children talk 

enthusiastically about their history 

lessons. . During recent pupil 

conferencing, children talked 

enthusiastically and articulately 

about history using subject-

specific vocabulary. 

They showed a genuine curiosity 

and interest in the areas they 

have explored. 

Pupils can recall, compare and 

contrast events and people in history.  

They can make links between the 

different themes and recognise the 

similarities and differences. They know 

about key events and people as they 

build an overview of the world.  Recent 

book scrutinies highlighted the impact 

of the spiral curriculum.  It was evident 

that children were able to use 

previously learned knowledge to aid 

their comparison and contrast of 

people and events. 

 

Pupils use acquired vocabulary 

to interpret and convey their 

understanding of the past. They 

can critically analyse and 

interpret information in order to 

question and reflect of the 

legacies.  Recent monitoring 

highlighted the progression in 

skills as the children move up 

through the school. 

Our spiral curriculum enables 

opportunities for pupils to build upon 

concepts from one year to the next e.g. 

democracy in year 4/5.  Pupils are able 

to understand chronological 

developments / changes in history over 

time and the impact this had on societies 

and culture.  Monitoring through lesson 

observations, book scrutinies and pupil 

conferencing demonstrate that the spiral 

curriculum is successful in providing the 

children with the breadth and depth to 

evaluate the past and consider its legacy 

on the present. 

I can do all this through Him who gives me strength. Philippians 4:13 

 


