
Year 3 The Romans Knowledge Organiser 
Timeline of Key Events: 
August 55 BC: Julius Caesar 
attempted to invade Britain for 
the first time. Bad weather 
meant they had to leave. 
July-August 54 BC: Second 
unsuccessful attempt. 
43AD Romans conquer Britain. 
51AD: Defeat of Caratacus 
61AD: Iceni revolt led by 
Boudicca 
122AD: Construction of 
Hadrian’s wall 
200AD: Introduction of 
Christianity 
306AD: Constantine proclaimed 
emperor in York 
406AD: Suevi, Alans, Vandals 
and Burgandians attack Gaul 
and break contact between 
Rome and Britain: Remaining 
Roman army in Britain mutinies 
408AD: Devastating attacks by 
the Picts, Scots and Saxons 
409AD: Britons expel Roman 
officials and fight for themselves 
410AD: Britain is independent, 
the Roman rule of Britain is at 
an end. 
440-500AD Civil war and famine 
in Britain - Pictish invasions: 
Many towns and cities are in 
ruins. c.480-550: Arrival of 
Anglo-Saxons. 

Britain and the first invasions by the Roman Army 
We call the people that lived in Britain between 750BC and 12BC Celts. They lived in settlements like 
hill forts and were ruled by chiefs. The Roman civilization in Italy and based in Rome was very 
advanced and the Romans had a huge, organised army that included very skilled soldiers unlike the 
Celts who were disorganised and fought in small groups. In 55BC and 54BC, the general of Rome, 
Julius Caesar, invaded Britain. He bought his organised army that had 25,000 men and 800 ships to 
Britain and won some battles but had to return to Gaul (an area we now call France) as people had 
begun to rebel against him. The Romans invaded Britain to conquer land, gain more slaves and collect 
the many precious resources in Britain including metals such as lead, tin, gold and silver. Ultimately, 
they wanted more power.  

 Key Vocabulary 

Celts People living in 
Britain and some parts of 
Europe after the Iron Age. 
chiefs Leader, ruler or king. 
Gaul The area of Western 
Europe in the past. 
emperor Leader, ruler or 
king of an empire 
empire Many countries 
that are ruled by one 
leader 
BC (Before Christ) the 
years before Jesus was 
born 
AD (Anno Domini) years 
after Jesus was born. 
settlement A place where 
people decide to live 
invasion When a foreign 
army enters a country by 
force conquer Take control 
of another land. 
rebel (verb) To refuse to be 
controlled by an authority 
rebel (noun) A person who 
fights against an authority 
resources The valuable 
things that can be found in 
a country 
amphitheatre a large 
stadium where people 
went to be entertained. 
Roman Baths heated pools 

The Roman Army conquering Britain In 41 AD, The new emperor of Rome, Claudius, decided to 
invade Britain again. He came to Britain with 40,000 soldiers, war machines and elephants.  He 
conquered most of Britain and life in Britain became more like life in Rome. The Romans built towns 
and roads, which still exist today.  
Boudicca: Prasutagus was the ruler of the Celtic Iceni tribe in Britain. His wife was called Boudicca. 
After Prasutagus died, the Roman Army wanted to take over all of his land. Boudicca went to London 
to rebel and attack the Roman Army. She was able to raise an army and destroyed Londinium but the 
Roman Army were better organised and eventually defeated her.  
Hadrian’s Wall The Celts who rebelled were pushed further from the centre of Britain and The Roman 
Army pushed as far North as Scotland. But people started to rebel in other countries and the Roman 
Army had to leave. The Roman Emperor, Hadrian, built a wall to stop Scottish rebels from attacking.  
The end of the Roman rule in Britain Around 250 AD the Roman Empire became very large and they 
needed more soldiers. It was difficult to maintain such a big army and the Romans started to have 
problems because of this. Too many rebels attacked and by 400 AD the Roman Army left Britain. 

 

 

 

 

 



 


